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READING

Every week, on the day between Sunday and
Monday, bunnies celebrate Bunday. It is the eighth
day in the bunny week, and for many, the most
popular. On Bunday, bunnies play their favorite
games in the meadow, read their favorite bunny
books, and eat their favorite bunny snacks. They
are the only known creatures on earth to have an
eight day week, and take great pride in it. However,

T can't even get Pas+ the first
Ssentence in this stupid book! » ? \/ O P

it's actvally pretty

miracvlous




Evera time you read o word,

30\1 'Fif5+ have +° I‘ecogn;;e
each |letter on its own.

Then you have +o know what sound Plssdont
talk with your
each letter stands for. mouth Full

o
T L =
Thas iz havdur .+« because each letter can ---Aepeno\ina on which
Fran it looks i¥and ForovditFerent ssund letters it's placed next to.
an it looKs ... S

\




|_PmA that's
only the
beg i nnir\g.

seriously?

Nex‘l’ you Inave to combine each
letter to form a word.

/

%

Sounds good but what
does it all mean?

Good question.

To answer that, we're
going to have to go

on a journey:

For more
pizza?

@rgoae s{-aj -i-ogdher or we will lose our meamms)
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Here we are! Is that & brain?
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All letters |ine vp
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3oocl \ook ot you.
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Well done,

YOU'“ See soon
evertjor\e!
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But my brain
wasn't do‘mg t,

Yeah, I'm

The letters
became a

ALL of our
brains can
do that!

That's

Is my brain
amazing.‘

retty cool.
P not workinj ?
How should it be

WOrkins?.‘?
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Hey, there's no
need to panic.

ﬁrains need to work to rcaD

Rea&inﬂ AIJA“I' come

nafuranj to me, either.

But remiing Joesn'+

come na+umllﬂ to

ANYONE .

Il explain.

Let'’s go back
in time...




...+ke9're born wired
to talk.

Humans area'+ born

wired to read ...

NO.’ Don't eat that!

this instead

Coan you soy

F Babies learn how to talk becavse thier brains act like Sponges ‘H\D
!bsarb all the words spoken around them. J&

'H\eg con speak FluenH\d.

rCcus we have btm
for dessert ?_—/




So why d oesnt
READI/V&?.’

ming ru\llj

did come naturally
to me.

To answer that,
I'm gonna have Yo

=) Now g

brain K-EAD-S

‘round back.

When you read, there are many different parts of yov braln
WOrkunj +03e+her at once.
e
/ o \
You can enter :

Qe“'.s +ake a tour .I

% APX
\

And all those Par*s must communicate
with each other.
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The Visval Cortex

fﬂ the back of your brain, -HS ms like o backwarc\sd ; o

folks iAcnﬂf_tj the letters you see.

W\ — — \_\( GTojbe an vpﬁ&e-doi?j
\

The Audi +or3 Cortex

F‘Hm lef+ side of yovr brain, ‘\'m

dude tells apar‘l’ the Sounds in worAs




The Af'\gvlar G:’ rvs

_ the words yov

Now we're in the oleep center

brain, where the angular 9gyrus
acts like a smartphone, connecting

...to the sounds
+ke5 rePresen+.

aud,'*o'_
Co'*cx

l buJJy

.. but what

does it mean?

(-

<

Inferior Frontal Cortex

‘ Thot's where the front of 50\/!’@

comes in.

SN

t+ collects all the information the
rest of yovr brain has gathered ...

!
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That's o
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you read, all these different parts OF\
brain work together —at |ightning speed.

vo <k brain

of

\n&r\“ Frontal cOrfg,(

Sf‘-\nrli Meaninj
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65 also a re\m\‘wclj Riwieaes Aad it all beaaﬂ wHkl

The invention of wri%inlg

Humans have been +A|kinj for But +k¢ﬂ only started reading about
about 200,000 years. 5,400 years ago, in Ancient Sumer.

L) |
G

“~
The Sumerians 'mvo.fd'eo\ o writing Scribes drew simple Pic+ures on
Ssystem to record information. : Claj +ablets using o poin‘l’cA tool

T have 1 bushel
of barley, please.

For hundreds of years, but over time, they and in how they
began +o change in form were used.

%
E

the signs represented objects

ba rley, c. 3100 B¢ barley, c. 2400 B8.C barlcy, c. 600 B.C
In late Sumer, +he barlej sign «++ but it could also represent
Covid S+‘l“ represen+ barlej. .. o SOV,\Aqk’ Iike & |e'H’er S &

alphabet.

”

¥ the barley sign sounded like “she



In addition to Sumer, writing systems — and by extension the
abilﬂ'j to read — AeveloPeo\ indcper\&cnﬂj in at least 3 other ancient

' L}
Ancien+ Eggﬁ China

/V\ esoamerica
c.3250 B.c. c. 1200 B.C. — 500 B.C.
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But even as reading and writing developed all over the globe, for most of
human |-1is+or-c,, 'Hcracj was a skill reserved for the people in power, and those
workins for them. /% § | ;

f
An E339+ian scribe, recor&inj

An Roman merchant, Aocvmerﬁ'inj
roaa‘ affairs.

+ra&e a+ o POT+.

J

3200 B.C.

“An lslamic scholar, writing a scientific
manuscript.

Todaj, silent readin
is the norm, but most

of humani’l’g‘s first readers
read ouvt loud!

: blah blah bla 1276 A.D.
blah blah bl

1062 A.D.
=R




Ihe S

Dre ad O]E LI feracy

S

I+ wasn't until the Industrial Revolution in the mid 18th — mid 19th centuries
that 'Herac:, began to spread rapidly in Europe and the U.S.
N

Factories needed workers who could read

instructions, so literacy became
o job requiremen+.

ta¢ Q}a fﬁ

v, NSOV '
(@]

3

1210, (A

B,

The p opulation boomed.

More schools opened, and more children

I!ﬂrAeA l\OU +O reOJ.

The wider availabity of paper in
+he 18005 lead 4o a Mmassive expansion

of newspapers, books, and pamphlets...

e

.. and to better understand and
Change their world.

WE WANT
LIVING

ORGAN IZEDP
LABOR Is

MARCHING

...which empowered people

to spread and share new ideas...

)

" T°A"‘5) 867. of the global

populahon coan read.




And for 3004 reason!
There are many benefits
to learning how to read.

Readin

S+reh_¢,+|nen your brain

" of, relating to, or resembling
twilight.”

bvild vocabulary m
(©)

expand your mind

Fu-an'* +o learn all abou+’
the

ocean.

~———

reduce stress

I'~ overwhelmed
WNM

o
\oA ]

maybe this fantasy 4
novel will empower me.




ymprove focus

Scroll
Scroll

% ' + .l
improve writing % et SR I need
yo know oW it ends

I wish I could write
a story \ike this

increase empathy Kheg let me see the m—ﬁkrovgk other pe
DN

@oks are windows ,

5 —

increa ngqagement
sl - I HAVE To Do
SOMETHING!!
[

(@}
o

——




Wow, rec\Aina is like
o soPerpower!
. can learn in school
N
\
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These Jcnjs, most children in the U.S. Some pick i+ vep 1uick|3, and

start | i i i >
vart earﬂ”\j to read in km.{ersa b others learn at a slower pace.

NO'%\J the faster readers

are not Smarter than you!

’ \ ;
All children learn at+ diffecent But all children learn how +to

paces. . ) read in the same way:

-,“ln.\'.'\'_‘. Noets O

“
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The 5 KEYS o Learningg
O= How to Read L u-0O

Lrhonemic Avareness

Phonemes are the individval sounds
that make

Vp & wo I’J

)

qo0d job, ears

hear

to
bvild

When we train our ears

the sovunds in words, we

Pkonemi: awareness.

I heard 3

sounds in the
word bat

2. Phonies

Next we connect the sounds in words

written letters. This skill

( Sound F«miliar?)

(&)

. to

is called phonics

3. vecaboulary

read,
[}

learn .

can

The more words yov

the more words 5ou'l|

And the

easier it is to read them.

more words you learn, the

(cr epuscular!!/ f
= > ,}/
o — l

N RN AN A Y N ST f,

S. Comrrekension

And the easier reading gets, the
more immersed 'jov'“ be in what

you're rcad.ins. 0

come down

for dinner!

expo.nolinj your mind/

one more
Pase .’




Easier Said than Jone.‘

well, jou're not alone.

Mar\j kiAS —-an& QAU|+5_
have trouble reading-

W\my 1t can be a S+ru9gle
\\\‘c’ :‘\ N2 \\\\ -1 117 /,\‘,, +O L e a r n ~\\'f/ \\h \'l\‘/‘/, ‘;\\{’./(/, \\\\‘\“ \,‘,)}2 \l:? ,/f/'\\”/f/ 3,//

‘/I have trouble recogn‘azinj
\Sovno\s in words.

HOU M«Aj sovn&s are

in the word \‘bwgcr".’

I should know A
this.. .

No, that can't

(I need help saun&inj
be ri3h+...

vt written words.

N




T'm new to books and Magazines,
and +|"\e:j Kind of C.on'Fuwse/M—e;/

[ T jusf...clon'+ really connect |
with the stuff we read in school.

It's a very
common

reading

@Sh isnt my fiest |anjva@

Everﬂ book I'm
assigned is written
by old white
dudes.

it's

unrelatable

cva

I want to read
stories I con
see muyself |n.




Un‘For"‘una“‘e‘tj, Mmany schools teach reaolinj in ways that don't
support all their students. In fact, some schools +each reading
the wrong_ way, which often looks Somefhinj like this:

What word
rhymes with
“mouse?”

@S‘l’a rt with ABC'S'

Then jump right into
spelling words m=p»

@And memorizing @

their meanings

What does
this sav?

And o bad habit
that's hard to break.




Thar\kfvﬂj, science has shown us the right ways to teach reac{inj,and
it looks somefhinj like this...

Jg—

Tha+ s just a fancy
way of saying ..

..3e+ to Know every

Sovad in & word .’

Don't be shy!

503 “em out
lovd !

e connec+inj ‘H\em to
Yheir sounds!

In other words, practice recogni@
letters in words

+o read what comes

next, turn the nge"

You can read me

this wag.’

front cover

B Hey that
/ [}

tickles:




Ijr'S a\So L.e\Pful it Yyou wave access fo...

Trained ESL teachers

A CVHura“g—inclusive learning environment

¥ English as a second language

Good morning, class!
Buenos dias!
& ®

2

LA

homework :

toarea:: A~

Books you want to read

So you want to read for fun /

———

He\j , the |ibrar3
has some cool stuff.
Mnjbe I'Vl check
ovut this one. ..

—\

For the last time,
Come down -For A‘.nner.’

Just one more

it comes to

becavuse when

the

learnin

mos+ IMPORTANT THING you

L\ow +O reao(,
can do is...




AAA with enougl'\ Proc“‘ice, 3ov'|\ become a Fluen‘l’ rm

‘ ~

I~ Go'. BU+ wka+ J.oes ‘“ven"" mear\?
% Gooo\ 6|ve5+ion. $ %

e b e Wess N Ve Ve s Ya Vs O Y as\o V7 VALV

A fluent reader is familiar en‘wﬂh with the
sounds, and their

connections between words, their

meanings, that ‘H-;ej can read eFForHessl.j.

v e < Kk of bra iln '
\’
gt 1
f \l
B2
Visual cor¥®
Rz
['Huen'l' reaalers7 ¥
can recognize
whole words as
easily as foces... ;
...becavse Communication ,
between different Par+s
of the brain speeds vp.

)‘Ofb

BUT +O Become 'Huen‘l‘, Yov ACCJ
to master slowly .souna(ing ouvt
written words. There's no shortcut




Ok, I'll work on
™My phonemes and
all those other

but in the end...

just read

comic books

T4 rather

/

And comicsS gre

pictures you reod.

Think about ‘\+.../___t++ers are pictures of sou




N7

for reao\inj +ex+_./\

Comics wvuse the same Par+s of youvr brain ne@

e

T
Visval cortex avdi{'orj cortex inferior frontal cortex
\

7/

o
\

«+ . and applies them to reading P]c+ures. )

Like you've been o{oingﬂn's whole +ime!

VA,

And while rcad.in3 Comics can't
replace solid reae\inj instruction..

v
»

fun.

Wt Nl
woufr. “,',
v

T
W vt

comics can make reac\ing mMore

~

= 9 V[ RS %

(R

= NI W W &
blhar / W / \lr e ,| Becavse easier to get
4 \\f/y W it \w‘\//’ \\\\\"(/ ﬁ\// /é/ ‘\’é’//// immersed in a comic.
o [E2E3- )
L\ ""—_,”,'( o
W <l e e | by

And as the Brazilion PhiloSoPher
Paoclo Friere once said

Wwe learn +o read
the

world...
et e

d

0 TN
) (+--before we learn +o read w
) 0 0 0 o 0

0y

6 ¢ O 6 0 0




@rnins to read is like Builo\ing- o web...
A SRS AT
P

™M a Kina connections

i /\<

between different

parts of your brain

So that yov can connect with the rest of the world.

/
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AND REMEMBER:

Many smart people
struggle o learn how

rbecquse the ability
to read has nofhinﬂ

to do with how smart
yov are.

to read...

But can reading

make you smarter?

I+ can expand your take yov to new

mind.

LI save

that answer for

another comic!

Rlcight, maybe the Y]
Sh-uja\e iS5 worth it.

V7
How do spiders learn
: =:: how to ‘fa\K? :
\_/

I have one more
question.




THIS COMIC WAS WRITTEN AND DRAWN BY DARYL SEITCHIK

Daryl Seitchik is a cartoonist and teacher currently living on
unceded Abenaki land. She received her MFA from the Center
for Cartoon Studies and has been nominated for several industry
awards. Her work has appeared in such periodicals as Resist! and
The New Yorker. Daryl loves to draw with children and to help
adults reconnect with their inner child through her cartooning
classes. To learn more visit: www.darylseitchik.com

The concept of a student-centered guide to the reading brain was the brainchild of David Liben.
Meredith Liben brought the idea into being by linking key people together. This project would not exist without
them. Special thanks to Amy Briggs and Celeste Hogan of Student Achievement Partners for their support.
James Sturm was the editor and Dan Nott provided additional editorial input. How We Read, A Graphic Guide
to Literacy exists because of a partnership and rights sharing between the Center for Cartoon Studies and
Student Achievement Partners. We trust it will be of value to many students, parents, and teachers.

FURTHER READING ONLINE RESOURCES

Achieve the Core: achievethecore.org
Provides free, ready-to-use classroom
resources that support excellent, standards-
aligned instruction for all students.

Know Better Do Better: Teaching the Reading Rockets: readingrockets.org

An excellent source of information on everything to
E
3«;3:3:;«::‘ dSo M e::::lyif: f:i:::f Can Laarn do with reading including a series of short videos that

demonstrate different aspects of reading and looks at
specific reading problems and what can be done to

This book is a straightforward, narrative overview
strengthen them.

of foundational skills and has chapters for
supporting older students who did not receive

adequate reading instruction. Reading Done Right: readingdoneright.org

At this website you can find Best for All: Sounds
First Program, a free-for-download complete basic
and advanced phonemic awareness program that
provides straightforward, grounded support for
improving your students' reading capacities.

Word Journeys by Kathy Ganske
A full foundational skills program-in-one-book.
Includes assessments and what fo do about them.

"IHIStsw s
~ LET:S TALK
A ABOUT

The Center for Cartoon Studies
teaches people how to make comics to
help us better understand ourselves,

our community, and our world.

All of CCS's graphic guides are
avaiable to download for free at:
cartoonstudies.org/cartooningprojects

A GRAPAIC GUIDE TO MENTAL HEALTH

A GRAPHIC GUIDE 16 (he 115 WEALTHEARE SYSTEN

Produced in White River Junction, Vermont and published by The Center for Cartoon Studies. This comic book is
available for free download under a CC-by-NC 2.0 License at: www.achievethecore.org and cartoonstudies.org/reading.
The Center for Cartoon Studies retfains all print and licensing rights. To inquire about printed copy or licensing
the content for educational purposes, please contact: appliedcartooning@cartoonstudies.org.






If you can read this sentence, something
amazing is happening in your brain.

How do we learn how to sound out written words? How
was writing even invented? What are the benefits of
reading? Why is it so hard to learn?

How We Read: A Graphic Guide to Literacy answers

these questions and more. Whether you are learning how
to read or helping someone who is, this comic will help.

9‘5ﬁ[3‘3‘-‘3

9 77809997512333">

ISBN 978-0-9

To download free copies of this comic please visit: cartoonstudies.org/reading
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